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Pasturs and Hayland

PASTURE AND HAYLAND MANAGEMENT
Definitlion
Proper treatment and use of pasture or hayland.

Puzggse

To prolong life of desirable forage specles; to malntain or jmprove the
quality and quantlty of forage; and t¢ protect the seil, and reduce water
loss,

Whare Applicablas

On all pastureland or hayland.

Tecknlcal Specifications |

h. Pastureland Management

v Ll Grazigg Hanagement

., Mangge grazing of pastures so that adequate ground cover for soll
protection is maintalined st all times. Oraze pasturss rotation-
ally or adjust stockling rates tc prevent overgrazing.

Graze cool-sseson perennial pastiures no closer than 3 incheas,
Werm-sesscn perennlsls can be grazed to a 2 inch haight excapt that
Midland bermudagrass should not be grazed closer than L inchea. Do
not graze alfalfa, sericea lespedezs and rad cleover claasr than L
inches. Manage grazing of grasa-plover mixtures to favor the
clever,

b. Flan the number of pastures flelds or sub-fields nesded to allow re-
growth of pasture plantez between grazing periods., Detsrmine zize
of pesture flelds based on anticipated stocking rate, production
potentizl, available sell resource and season of growth of pasture
species, Regrowth periods for Tennessmse adapted specles vary from
2l to 32 days.

2. Fertilization

8. Malintain ihe fartility level of pasture fields so that adequate
80il protection ig provided ito prevent damaging scil-loss from
ocourring.

Soils test information is the best gulde for determining the lime
and fertillezer needs of pasture fields for soil protection and
production,
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3. Weed and Brusk Control

8. Weeds and Small Brush -- Mow or sprey aa often as needed to pon-
trol weeds and brush and to prevent weeds from maturing seed.
Refer to U, T. Agricultural Extension Service Publication No. 385,
"Chemicsl Weed Control Guide" for lnformation on chuminalu tu e
and application metheds.

b. Broomsedge (Andrupugan virginicua) .-- adequate use ef lime and
fertilizer to malntain a vigorous stand apd complete ground cover
of desired pastura plants coupled with grazing management and
other management practlces will prevent infestaticns of thia weed.
m pastures where broomsedge has invaded, mow in early August 1o
prevent seed from maturing. To ersdicates thick gtande, renovate
pasture by complete sesdbed preparation fellowed by preper fart-
ilization and seeding or cultivate for cne or more years in row
crops.

¢. Lerge Brush and Woody Plants -- Refer to Bruah Gnntral Speaifiua-
tions in this TEchnical Gulde for eeontrcl méthodas,

h: Dther Pasture Management Practlces

a. Pasture Clipping --mow ag necesasry to remove seed aftermath. or e
other unpalatable growth that tends to cause spot grasing.

b. Scattering Dropplngs -- harrow or drag pa2tures if droppinga be-
come rumerous encugh to prevent uniferm grazing.

&+ Provide azn ample aupply .of livestock water properly located to
- promote uniform grazing.

d, Shade for livestock should be considered when planning layuut of
pasturs flelds.

B. Hayland Managenent

l. Fertilizatlon

8. Meintain the fsrtility level of hayland sec that adeguate so0il
protection is provided to prevent damaging aruaiun frum
gccurring.

5011 test information is the best guide for determining the lime
and fertilizer needs for hayland flelds, for soll pretection
and production.



2. Harvesting

When to Harvest for Maximum Minimum
Species Pertod Yield and Quality - .  Cutting
T : . Helght
i i — { Inches)
LEGUMES :
Mfhalfa. . First Cutting When in full bud o L
. . Second. Cutting . 1/10 bloom L i
Third Cutting 1/10 bloom, Usually should not be 4
cut aftar the middle of Beptember,
Clovers Red  First Gutting 1/h to 1/2 bloom. 3
andg Aluika Second Cutting Early blocm. ' 3
ﬂrimaan ﬂ'ﬁnl}”Guttiqg Early bloﬁp - . -
Sericea Fret Cutting When 10 to 12 inches high. | L
Lagpedeza Second Cutting Same as first - never cut between L
September 1 and seed maturity.
Annual Lespedeza Only Cutting Early bloom or before lesaves 3

Grasa-Legume
Mixturea

(RASSES:
Barmudagraas

Midland (Cocastal

where adapted)

Feacue, Tall &
Orchardgrass

Timothy

Johnsongrass

All Cuttings

Firet Cutting
sacond Cutting

Firat Cutting
Second Cutting

Firet Cuttlng
Second Cutting

begin t¢ sha

When legume 1

ttar.

» at atage of growth

stated above or at a helght favorable

to other deal

Boot to bleoom

Boot stage

red speclea.

After 8=10 inch recovery gruwth

Boot to early bloom

When basal =zh
surfaca

Boct atage
Boot stage

octs appear at scil

gl — | il oy

| =l g
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Other Hayland thaggment Practicas
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For alfalfa weevil control, see U, T. Agripuitural Extension
Bervice Publication No. L33.

Do not allow serices lespedesnsa to overcure. OCut in morning and
rake that sftarnoon or next morning to prevent axcesslive leas
of leaves. .

Hever cut sericea after September 1. To do s¢ will weaken the
stend, T

Allow slfslfa ample time between lest cutting and first killing
frogst to bulld-up food remerves before winter dormancy. This
usually means that alfalfa should not be cut after Septembar 15,



